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Remodelacion del mercado de la Barceloneta

Ya en el concurso para el mercado hicimos un collage con unos peces
fantasticos de Cesar Manrique, unos dibujos para nifos que podian con-
tener y explicar la alegria de esta gente, su vivacidad, su energia, su
ilusién a pesar de muchas, a menudo, dificultades.

En realidad el Mercado siempre ha sido un elemento de cohesién social
del barrio, un referente, a veces casi secreto y solamente visible para
sus habitantes. Esta condiciéon de densidad que tiene el mercado en
relacion a la ciudad debia de ser una condicién del proyecto, de manera
que el edificio y su entorno mas inmediato realmente deviniesen punto
de referencia claro de esta pequefa parte de la ciudad de Barcelona.

El mercado quiere formar parte del barrio, de su trama urbana, y se
redirige hacia las plazas anterior y posterior - antiguamente no existia la
plaza, y las mismas naves que lo forman se cruzaban en el sentido lon-
gitudinal de éstas. Las nuevas figuras metalicas construyen los nuevos
espacios del mercado, que no tocan el suelo, sino que cuelgan de la
antigua estructura, no de una forma real, ya que las dos estructuras, la
existente y la nueva, nunca cruzan diagramas de esfuerzos, sino que lo
hacen en un falso equilibrio.

El edificio prisionero, domesticado, se retuerce en este espacio, se re-
construye con cierta violencia, y adquiere una realidad que esta entre
la memoria de su antiguo ser y la nueva ambicién. Creo que hemos
conseguido que el mercado pertenezca nuevamente al barrio con natu-
ralidad. Es un mercado que puede entenderse como prolongacion de
la ciudad, del barrio, de las tiendas, de los bares, con una continuidad
cotidiana. Y puede ser cruzado como cruzas un paso de peatones, casi
sin mirar a lado y lado. Salas, restaurantes, tiendas, espacios de y para
el barrio en definitiva... un sentimiento de pertenecer necesariamente a

un lugar, de identificarse con él, y de participar de su energia.
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Renewal of the Barceloneta’s market

As early as the competition stage we did a collage with some of César
Manrique’s fantastic fish, drawings for children we hoped might embody
and express the joy of these people: their liveliness, their energy, their
enthusiasm in the face of frequent hardship.

In fact the Market has always been an element of social cohesion in the
neighbourhood, a landmark, sometimes almost secret and visible only
to its inhabitants. This condition of density that the market has in relation
to the city should be a condition of the project, so that the building and
its immediate surroundings actually become a clear point of reference in
this corner of the city of Barcelona. It is surprising to see now the photos
we made of the market during construction, when the pieces, the bones,
of this huge animal were being carried through the streets to their final
place. The market seeks to form part of the neighbourhood, its urban
fabric, and is redirected toward the squares front and rear — formerly no
square existed, and the bays that made up the market crossed.

The new metal figures create new market spaces, not touching the
ground, but suspended from the old structure, not a in real manner,
since the two structures, the old and new, never really overlap structur-
ally, rather they do so in a false equilibrium. The imprisoned, tamed
building writhes within this space, a certain violence in its rebuilt form,
acquiring a reality that lies between the memory of its former self and its
new ambition. | think we have succeeded in making the market belong
to the neighbourhood again naturally: from inside, the windows of neigh-
bouring buildings overlay our enclosure, and vice versa. It is a market
that can be understood as an extension of the city, of the neighbour-
hood, of its shops, of its bars, with a day-to-day continuity. And it can be
crossed as one does a pedestrian crossing, hardly looking from side to
side. Halls, restaurants, shops, spaces of and for the neighbourhood,
ultimately... and a sense of necessarily belonging to a place, of identify-

ing with it, and participating in its energy.
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